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claims of the mandatory system’s proponents, 
it is highly unlikely an efficient system of man-
datory electronic health records can be estab-
lished by the Government. 

Many health technology experts have 
warned of the problems that will accompany 
the system of mandatory electronic medical 
records. For example, David Kibbe, a top 
technology adviser to the American Academy 
of Family Physicians, warned President 
Obama in an open letter late last year that ex-
isting medical software is often poorly de-
signed and does a poor job of exchanging in-
formation. Allowing physicians to opt out pro-
vides a safety device to ensure that physicians 
can avoid the problems that will inevitably ac-
company the government-mandated system. 

Madam Speaker, allowing patients and pro-
viders to opt out of the electronic medical 
records system will in no way harm the prac-
tice of medicine or the development of an effi-
cient system of keeping medical records. In-
stead, it will enhance these worthy goals by 
ensuring patients and physicians can escape 
the inefficient, one-size-fits-all government- 
mandated system. By creating a market for al-
ternatives to the government system, the op- 
out ensures that private businesses can work 
to develop systems that meet the demands for 
an efficient system of electronic records that 
protects patients’ privacy. I urge my col-
leagues to stand up for privacy and quality 
health care by cosponsoring the Protect Pa-
tients’ and Physicians’ Privacy Act. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE KA‘U 
COAST PRESERVATION ACT 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Ka‘u Coast Preservation Act, 
a bill directing the National Park Service to as-
sess the feasibility of designating coastal 
lands on the Ka‘u Coast of the island of Ha-
waii between Kapao‘o Point and Kahuku Point 
as a unit of the National Park System. 

Late last year, the National Park Service 
issued a reconnaissance report that made a 
preliminary assessment of whether the Ka‘u 
Coast would meet the National Park Service’s 
demanding criteria as a resource of national 
significance. 

The reconnaissance survey concluded that 
‘‘based upon the significance of the resources 
in the study area, and the current integrity and 
intact condition of these resources, a prelimi-
nary finding of national significance and suit-
ability can be concluded.’’ The report goes on 
to recommend that Congress proceed with a 
full resource study of the area. 

Although under significant development 
pressure, the coastline of Ka‘u is still largely 
unspoiled. The study area contains significant 
natural, geological, and archeological features. 
The northern part of the study area is adjacent 
to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park and con-
tains a number of noteworthy geological fea-
tures, including an ancient lava tube known as 
the Great Crack, which the National Park 
Service has expressed interest in acquiring in 
the past. 

The study area includes both black and 
green sand beaches as well as a significant 

number of endangered and threatened spe-
cies, most notably the endangered hawksbill 
turtle (at least half of the Hawaiian population 
of this rare sea turtle nests within the study 
area), the threatened green sea turtle, the 
highly endangered Hawaiian monk seal, the 
endangered Hawaiian hawk, native bees, the 
endangered and very rare Hawaiian orange- 
black damselfly (the largest population in the 
state), and a number of native endemic birds. 
Humpback whales and spinner dolphins also 
frequent the area. The Ka‘u Coast also boasts 
some of the best remaining examples of na-
tive coastal vegetation in Hawaii. 

The archeological resources related to an-
cient Hawaiian settlements within the study 
area are also very impressive. These include 
dwelling complexes, heiau (religious shrines), 
walls, fishing and canoe houses or sheds, bur-
ial sites, petroglyphs, water and salt collection 
sites, caves, and trails. The Ala Kahakai Na-
tional Historic Trail runs through the study 
area. 

The Ka‘u Coast is a truly remarkable area: 
its combination of natural, archeological, cul-
tural, and recreational resources, as well as its 
spectacular viewscapes, are an important part 
of Hawaii’s and our nation’s natural and cul-
tural heritage. I believe a full feasibility study, 
which was recommended in the reconnais-
sance survey, will confirm that the area meets 
the National Park Services high standards as 
an area of national significance. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 
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RECOGNIZING JUDITH BISHOP 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Judith Bishop, who is retir-
ing as Executive Director of the Fort Worth & 
Tarrant County YWCA at the end of May, 
2009. 

The YWCA of Fort Worth & Tarrant County 
offers programs at three different facilities in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area. The programs pro-
vide various services and promote increased 
financial growth, leadership, education and 
training opportunities for women. These facili-
ties also provide safe housing, child care, cri-
sis intervention, and social services transition-
ally homeless women. 

Ms. Bishop has served as the Executive Di-
rector of the Fort Worth & Tarrant County 
YWCA for twenty years. During her time as 
Executive Director, Ms. Bishop has shown 
continued dedication to providing community 
service and helping those in need. Judith has 
been persistent in her mission to ensure that 
all children, regardless of circumstance, have 
the same opportunity to be successful in life. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great apprecia-
tion that I rise today to honor the accomplish-
ments of Judith Bishop. I salute Ms. Bishop for 
all of her hard work and altruism. I am con-
fident that her contributions to the YWCA will 
touch lives for years to come. It is an honor 
to represent Judith Bishop and the YWCA of 
Fort Worth and Tarrant County in the 26th 
Congressional District of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MERCURY- 
FREE VACCINES ACT OF 2009 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
am reintroducing an important piece of legisla-
tion with my colleagues Mr. SMITH, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. BURTON, and Mr. ACKERMAN that will 
protect infants and young children from mer-
cury, a known neurotoxin, in vaccines. This 
legislation builds on the policy recommenda-
tions issued in July 1999 by the Public Health 
Service, the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
and the American Academy of Family Physi-
cians. That policy proclaimed ‘‘[The] Public 
Health Service, the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, and vaccine manufacturers agree that 
thimerosal-containing vaccines should be re-
moved as soon as possible.’’ Mercury is well 
established as a neurotoxin and is particularly 
harmful to the developing central nervous sys-
tem. Given that mercury remains in some 
childhood vaccines and that some infants are 
likely to receive mercury-containing flu vaccine 
in the upcoming flu season this bill puts in 
statute definite timelines for the elimination of 
mercury from vaccines to eliminate this expo-
sure in children and reduce this exposure in 
adults. It is incumbent upon us to ensure the 
immunizations we provide our children are 
free from harmful neurotoxins, which is why I 
proudly introduce this legislation. 

f 

HONORING RICHARD C. PROTO 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Richard C. 
Proto, former Director of Research for the 
United States National Security Agency. A 
great civil servant to our nation, Mr. Proto was 
born and raised in Connecticut, and he at-
tended New Haven public schools growing up. 
He played with the Wilbur Cross 1958 New 
England High School basketball champions 
and received his bachelor’s degree in mathe-
matics from Fairfield University in Fairfield, 
Connecticut. Mr. Proto went on to receive his 
Master’s degree in mathematics from Boston 
College in 1964 and joined the NSA following 
graduation, where he remained for 35 years. 
During his time with the NSA, Mr. Proto re-
ceived the Presidential Rank Award for Distin-
guished Service and the National Intelligence 
Distinguished Service Medal. After his retire-
ment in 1999, he remained an advisor to the 
intelligence community, the national labora-
tories, and the Institute for Defense Analysis 
at Princeton, until his death in July of 2008. 

In a formal ceremony on May 18, 2009, the 
United States NSA dedicated its Symposium 
Center to Richard C. Proto, in honor and rec-
ognition of his dedicated service to the agen-
cy. During the ceremony, Mr. Proto was 
praised by his former colleagues and recog-
nized for his creation of the still-relied upon 
‘‘Proto Algorithm.’’ Mr. Proto’s family was 
present and participated in the ceremony. 
Family members included his brother, Neil 
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Proto, sister, Diana Proto Avino, and four of 
Mr. Proto’s cousins. 

His parents, Matthew and Celeste Proto, 
were active in Connecticut’s civic and political 
life. Celeste immigrated to the United States in 
1916 from Italy. Mr. Proto’s pride for his Italian 
heritage led him to also found the Antonio 
Gatto Lodge of the Sons of Italy in Laurel, 
Maryland. 

I am honored to join with others in praise for 
this remarkably-gifted and dedicated public 
servant from Connecticut. Mr. Proto’s strategic 
and practical aid to the protection of our nation 
and our country’s troops—from the Cold War 
to the Gulf War—is deserving of recognition 
and admiration. I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in honoring the life of this great man. 

f 

2009 TOP COPS—SERGEANT PAUL 
E. JOHNSON 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today recognizing the outstanding law enforce-
ment officers across our country who received 
a 2009 TOP COPS award from the National 
Association of Police Organizations, NAPO. 
Today, especially, I want to highlight the work 
of a Sergeant in my home state of Washington 
and thank him for his exemplary public serv-
ice. 

Sergeant Paul E. Johnson of the Olympia 
Police Department was recognized as an Hon-
orable Mention TOP COPS award recipient. 
Johnson, a Sergeant in the Patrol Unit, is a 
29-year veteran of the Olympia Police Depart-
ment and has served in various capacities, in-
cluding several stints as a detective, as well 
as serving as Sergeant in the Narcotics Task 
Force and Detective Bureau. Johnson is 
known department- and city-wide for his atten-
tion to detail, his professionalism working with 
residents and staff, and the pride with which 
he wears his uniform: all hallmarks of policing 
‘‘the Olympia way’’, a policy guided by profes-
sional enforcement, prevention, planning and 
coordination. Johnson’s son, Corey, is also an 
officer with the Olympia Police Department 
and I wish him the very best throughout his 
career in law enforcement. 

As a 33-year veteran of law enforcement 
and the co-chair of the Congressional Law En-
forcement Caucus, this is a topic close to my 
heart and it is a pleasure to recognize a won-
derful public servant such as Sergeant Paul E. 
Johnson—and the rest of the recipients 
around the country—for being honored by 
NAPO with a TOP COPS award. As this 
House and law enforcement officers continue 
to serve the people of the United States, I 
know this House will continue to serve and 
support our law enforcement officers. 

A TRIBUTE IN RECOGNITION OF 
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
JAPAN AMERICA SOCIETY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Japan America So-
ciety of Southern California, a non-profit chari-
table and educational organization dedicated 
to fostering friendship, understanding and rela-
tionship building opportunities for the people of 
Japan and the United States, on the occasion 
of its 100th Anniversary. 

Sixteen American and Japanese volunteer 
leaders in Los Angeles founded the Japan 
America Society of Southern California in 
1909. These visionaries understood the long- 
term role that such a unique organization 
could play in their diverse community and 
were committed to its establishment during a 
period of increasing anti-Asian sentiment. The 
fledgling society soon grew to as many as 800 
members by the time of the opening in Los 
Angeles of the first Consulate General of 
Japan in 1915. 

Since those early, formative years, the 
Japan America Society has undertaken the 
primary responsibility for forging relationships 
between Americans and the Japanese in 
Southern California. Its mission is to promote 
mutual understanding and to strengthen eco-
nomic, cultural, governmental and personal re-
lationships between Americans and the Japa-
nese. 

The Japan America Society offers unique 
opportunities to become involved in the busi-
ness and cultural relationship between the two 
countries. Its active calendar of events in-
cludes breakfast and luncheon programs, 
business networking mixers, weekend family 
events, and programs highlighting art, music, 
fashion, film, performing arts and other special 
activities. Annual events include the Anniver-
sary Gala Dinner, Golf Classic & Tennis Open, 
Family Fishing Trip and Family Whale Watch 
Cruise, Japan America Kite Festival  and 
United States-Japan Green Conference. 

Throughout the year of its Centennial, the 
Japan America Society is celebrating its his-
tory by presenting an extraordinary series of 
programs focusing on the United States-Japan 
relationship. It will showcase Japan-related 
programming through collaborations with nu-
merous Japanese-American and Japanese or-
ganizations, and other cultural and educational 
organizations throughout Southern California 
and Japan. 

The Japan America Society’s Centennial 
Dinner & Gala Celebration, scheduled for June 
15, 2009, at The Globe Theatre, Universal 
Studios Hollywood, will commemorate the im-
portant role of the United States-Japan rela-
tionship, past, present and future. 

The future agenda of the Japan America 
Society includes the establishment of a Japan 
America Language Center that will offer com-
prehensive introductory, advanced and busi-
ness Japanese-language courses for Los An-
geles residents. These language courses will 
be designed to build and improve upon the 
language skills of non-native Japanese speak-
ers so they can more fully appreciate Japa-
nese history and culture and open doors to 

lasting personal and professional relationships. 
Other specialized courses and workshops will 
be offered, including shodō (Japanese callig-
raphy). In addition, the Center will cater to na-
tive Japanese speakers living in Los Angeles 
by providing English conversation (ESL) class-
es and a Japanese Language Teacher Train-
ing Program. 

The society also plans to expand the ele-
mentary school Hitachi Japanese Kite Work-
shops that take place throughout Southern 
California, including Los Angeles, every fall. 
The workshops are ‘‘hands-on,’’ in-classroom 
special events that help to teach our very 
young children the concept of different per-
spectives. They also provide a positive intro-
duction to Japan and Japanese culture 
through the building of a traditional Japanese 
kite. Led by Japanese kite masters from 
Japan, elementary students learn how to build 
and fly a Japanese bamboo and washi (rice 
paper) kite. To date, nearly 4,000 students 
have benefited from this program. 

Madam Speaker, on the occasion of the 
Japan America Society of Southern Califor-
nia’s 100th Anniversary, I join today with fel-
low leaders from throughout the state in rec-
ognizing Board Chairman Robert Brasch, Co- 
Vice Chairs Kappei Morishita and Nancy Woo 
Hiromoto, President Douglas Erber, the Board 
of Directors, the Board of Governors and the 
organization’s employees and members for 
their outstanding work to promote mutual un-
derstanding and friendship between Japan 
and the United States. I extend my thanks on 
behalf of the residents of the 34th Congres-
sional District for their passion to provide edu-
cational opportunities for school children and 
their determination to strengthen economic, 
cultural, governmental and personal relation-
ships between Americans and Japanese, and 
I wish them many years of continued success. 

f 

EDWIN WAY TEALE HISTORICAL 
MARKER 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
distinct honor to take this time to recognize 
the Indiana Historic Bureau’s unveiling of one 
of their 500 historical markers to honor the 
late Pulitzer Prize author, photographer, natu-
ralist, and former Porter County, Indiana, resi-
dent, Edwin Way Teale (1899–1980). The his-
torical marker is located at the center of 
Furnessville, Indiana, where Edwin Way Teale 
and his family once lived. Furnessville, a com-
munity with undefined borders, lies between 
Pine and Westchester townships, at the north 
end of Porter County. An unveiling ceremony 
of the historical marker will take place on Sat-
urday, May 30, 2009, in the center of 
Furnessville near Musette Lewry, estate of the 
late American Naturalist, Edwin Way Teale. 

Edwin Way Teale put Furnessville on the 
map with his autobiographical book Dune Boy: 
The Early Years of a Naturalist. The book was 
an account of the time he spent as a child on 
the farm owned by his grandparents, Edwin 
and Jemina Way, discovering the dunes of 
Northwest Indiana. In 1915, his grandparents’ 
farm burned down. Next, The Maples, in the 
center of Furnessville, became home to his 
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